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Com c+}¢?}&38 ecallf Rabb THem, bew Zukbh,o/

A P""*D 19 99 | Some Observations on Rabbi Ithamar

The master concept is vision as realization: overseeing, envisioning, insight, sight/site,
“yision brought home,” etc.

The gap in the synagogue wall (with its equivocal out/down vista) figures the motif of
erasure as revelatory ambiguity and proleptically sets the stage for the breach caused by
the dropping away of the spatial dimension. ,

The play’s dramatic force derives largely from the equivocal sense of being, though it
climaxes as dialectical drama. The more open, metaxological possibilities are
comparatively undeveloped—something neither positive nor negative in itself. (See
William Desmond’s analysis of the fundamental senses of being, in Being and the
Between or Perplexity and Ultimacy.)

Though set in a traditional religious context, the action reflects definitively modernist
concerns: the problematic of vision vs. discourse; sight/site vs. enscription (scripture?);
interpretation as extasis vs. interpretation as alienation; the palpable Sign as profanely
repeatable and subject to loss and erasure; giving a/the voice to the traditionally
voiceless (handmaiden/overseer). '

The traditional frame and modernist purport might be perceived to be at odds when the
scribes raise the issue of madness.

The action has an austerely Hegelian dramatic logic. Logic for Hegel was no dry play of
symbols and propositions. He took logic to be the exposition of the very structure of
intelligibility. And he viewed the world as an enactment of intelligence: thinking and
being were one—which is nof to say that, like Berkeley, he regarded everything as a
thought. (Rav Ithamar would likely concur.) Erasure, the gap, loss, the mimetic female
are among the negating elements. But the logic of the negation that they effect is not
tantamount to an external (propositional) denial. They operate thus not as neutralizing or
nihilistic agents, but as moments dramatically defining what the writing, the wall, the
discovered page, the enthronedspeaking female (Other) affirm when Vision is “brought
home.” Also, we see the dialectic logic of the climactic image: the eraser is initially the
antithesis of the seer (whose vision is mediated by speech and enscription); both are
sublated in the female seer who is both speaker and scribe.

--Time constraints prevent me at present from expanding on the above reflections and

from offering many others that came to mind as I read the script (which didn’t appear to
be enscripted over any erasures!). Thanks for giving me the opportunity to see it.



———

. Susad Jan 3 0] _ D

o ;&45“4 »y 4 ) =

Q q







A
§U g - . Cert ¥
,L P S - s
L W\h! - e |
bY JAE RS ,&iyw}wiﬂm

H

Lo

N «"f”‘“‘? A B Bl

;;;;;;;;
i
ik

&l 82

o \A " LA \"’\{‘f\a" 2 -y
? bt fw’w«a,;}

( A T&!’” & { m# 55 |
, ;}‘ . é( ({ el i

T 7 |
\ M{ Qﬁ e\ ,\ff W g

Yoy A g
GAK‘ %;‘@‘, é"k \.Maa:v

(E F/\M&Afm e
Y i






Susqw Cole's id'ﬂemhw) of | //—-;Meu«)
.-ﬂ\c Euok %_5)(&??401 30!?!! H/’?/O@ , .

\TL"Q /&Oh of E.‘X’Cf‘ﬁé‘?«é "EQMI

A Cley "
& \

f | _/_g_ﬁ:* The T t%»

I 5 veod K?@w - Ct"vf}'l:ﬁu'ﬂt, f&?%ﬁm aTlr g
,,,,,, = 2
- J9_ Vani4d, .gd',w‘mué So \‘(y\ku\‘hvh R
T =b, [(HA T A@}wﬂm (1(,\,,“ (’)51,\\\'\1,« L Z«/\cl
NV o SN osTue e Povdehtoe
'va,u;_ ,Em;xfe‘m ;
I L——u/( Ad ;ﬂ} o o, He g)]éx«% vy TRT W T
_________ | g\gs\{ﬂm%
T xS D2 - "/uuff..,v}, —puc ”

N ’ ; T T
g)) 3 T caT Ltf g,{ mmude £ 5 ?fu,.(é Ade fﬁjj}\giéé’i}, ‘

et e i?‘ N N ‘7"?%;5“*‘ ; vl i n !/Q e

R - H p ) v
\}&gfm {r,%\,ﬁ« %Ego T cae Py %m?;zf h. & é‘ab;i;\t *g,( //kafﬁ.»»t ¥ &7/?('
[ & i ¥ — v O L4

#

0;.) L{ - js AA acdzn [ &t . P o f {I A NF‘;Q fz.,«l} . ) : ) #
‘ 0 FeTe ;
( L ig\,?m wwéuwu d (c“*)’(\&w 5‘”;(457? FCV/-‘\/

-5;c1~ PR N | ?“‘{’(’g ot / wég %ﬁwi e N B
T ghetly ebaw g #ﬁ i’&?{“f Ww ﬂffj fsten ’
\f“ /\&t p“ﬂ@ v?’ Ay T@. m J Tv J e éé n)@ ‘

8 x Vi T fes v

m ‘%ﬂs.fc«é{ &Q]M{ («{ ﬁ!& e AM[ 0\,,,.. 9 ww e f*’{"'k‘:l’ﬁf

' oy &4’\.«({‘ \
\’\g\&, . & {f‘%ﬂﬁ > ‘f\ @am.{ﬁw S ﬂy ISV ET"{-.. i ,!l.r;.f’ H -

t N .‘
e s e T % (" ot 15 o fiwd
Y, %?EMM\\UW Lwi hn- 57 SISV AN 14" wae
. L iy 5 A

T Qwainy, The cawnnn o ph pleny

e RaE A CIEC RN DY S S .lmufh T e

iy



H—~9q~«¥

@f =

- U G717 I
<Pg ”(/ jcj g{ﬁ %mf:; Uﬁi“’é‘z& éﬁ.\ s mgi b&wﬁ" WF?".,&

bvv{ <

S e AaTe s e Aredens cedfe s A

Y2 *f“g‘j E«@Mﬂ o ‘?xT""‘*"?‘ﬁL‘f«* i h }\5“' fi A <Y e ﬁw@ e
e ... TR i e e o 5 )

{qg (g.ﬁ A,ﬁc A v Wt 8 Ng,,"‘l?‘“x) o NP 'ghmfy? LA ﬁg.,;?? . -ﬁ e
Cndedes M e =

a Cwew (e 4 Cwad eutr

P

o R Tadinl cop

. eSS Mi A T."La«,é Jued /z\,&‘*&afwj ST
" Mg on 3 (%Zwﬁe«é(

e e Vs {@‘w‘{*‘f w,\(f’ ‘*ﬁﬁg"s’“[..“,.@wgs “evé:??% ) e R
{}ié - I %,I}f“ g\ai T;\a%,gfe wt Tl P‘}(W";}* e MM\\‘Q, ,@Wg&h MM o

T e e w BT S CS mas S mbblaad e = M“?Wuémﬁ% oo The {aag ;5£JM.
J ﬁ’&;avﬁg

J
i? f K uﬁ“{“‘ é"‘”w. éﬁ‘*i“’w@&A Atd ‘ﬂ Atv it Sip !

/" K&Wiﬁwg”é\‘fg; AT PP e
¢

=%

- “;?Vﬂpé\ﬂsﬁj f - ’f ‘

) - Q

B

m“"?&

25 Bolbs 4 wwdeft !
,}3’35 ‘\( b le'\m:) oS \7 m éi b f"hﬁw b b7
/W” if sé ) &

: 7 s 2 . ) ;; . L - f;..."
. {) ¥ A Avite o Cafls “‘é?é A Ziwmwm 7‘:"&% o 8T fo A she

e o Y F oo - .
( M‘*"? &;%‘é P - %}*{ ik i,‘ ‘{ ‘ M;QM’\“\

cemm——



A o

g R i

A

&

A?’W\M}‘m
£/ ,}

FEx é’)fﬁ Co. fn Su y;im‘%éég

%«/ﬁi,jk -
4

; U

Tt

IS St

fors ool e VC\}A‘T S0 /I/vg visl) L&%]

L g?s%%w\ h., & £ ff’;ﬂ e

«?—Mms-‘?ﬁ”&}

T

b \\f to-t o | b clartan Jf?“’g; /
- /

PO o T i B Y A ps A F o~

S/ Vil SNV PV EEPVINY

T % .
W'cé’/“‘j 2\*’%,\4&3” PEL'Z.“A'} Vf .

) & ¥ b OAD Do o cf ‘.

o Ve, e Ll

b d 2. 4{5_415

¥

L

()' IS - W\zvfm




é an lin, I L“&\/@ . @”f? Aned N"’f I
 ,.‘ J(uv‘é? (“3\5%— 5\ Mj - o.d Q!A«u«wf o

) "f"wg w ww $S s /f@e«« %;‘71 s
e st W S5 &2 W kvgf\» »«“”9” m* g";@;ﬂ{j "‘7 I
E e fjxﬁfé%ﬁ” E@ QMB Ti\ HeaT = S Sama
| \Nlﬂwr 5&««*‘?2»‘\ 'Bﬁ” *eisu',: i .M%?giay

Qb‘(’“’ e ‘(‘ ' Mﬂh S"f"‘ — @w a—a‘?w Mz%rﬁ -

e f JJ‘ Wiﬂwf R / IIVsz,ml e \J

| AL, sanss . M}l“ g 547 - \%,zf‘* l’\v% foay .

Hoashier ot wn k~ va\ s ey

B wg?‘” T ﬁ‘“. L

X T

/(Bm -'S ix. TN wim B Y T

oy el m}&. N VWA N
| uf‘!‘“ = \ﬁ e T
, !“‘T‘?%f’f éi 4’\%%?& <
. W # v @ é«g‘“”“ o K’"’_, o
™ é b BANLE 3& um«
k, [!!ch @;3'? N C’""{ é‘twé atr THA

an it - f (RUPNOE R M‘” o

Yl “é;&; ey L\‘f.?ﬂ"’ e *fmwj A Ay g S .é.

\ £ - ,,‘8&*@» K VY. R




I4aee [SER
ThAiw 1S L4 cmvete  Kay TR [T

VS HAar b Ty wa il e buT M ‘?j o

W\ﬂ\ V\&T‘N ih@( [2 &B &j? - fig e ¢
-—ﬂl“ ALk "“”?‘%w T o) \eesy o xgﬁ;’” é\ & bt

s,

Y f@sx’w A annt | Tl (T

Poe e 3—‘(’””“‘ \‘\%‘*»f’» e leda = i?\&ru P e AL T

P3) .

k4

. i
s S A el ﬂ%, 1;’5 d,,«) &y

Q m mﬁ”“ P\ntmE - ég‘\; ;\g\ml {
m @f@xé’t h gmérﬁ

T s Vaes s P P

iy ; ad S wand LS AT auet i< Ne #
e d NS T R gw«e?m}j
¥

,f“ 1S %\ LS e T i G’LQG.{,.

Cnna(m;r! . »q Lg mos'f

Qiccsi‘*‘w&‘ 'o\m w ok u/g‘ e T 74; A

M&waé&;g&.«éw} (T e x cerds

Ana_ E\VAQ«L& i é“iimff Way At

Ef’
o T

preeon £ H Vo
K L "
és

: _ 7 % f»} (L &




roeerte - TRUY  Lsim s
v\) T’Rovwwﬁ[ Nov. 1, ZDOH’

i

oF [ /i? 4 !/ 7
EYTIE < g <R 4
/
- ) T i ’N\ e A g} 1 e 74‘4) "i B
go‘jﬁ'f_ﬂ d__sds o O N - T’ } ey [
y (i X ) )
‘(\\\'e‘n' g Pl At U‘f’,‘ ¢ s IR G ,""'“’ Aty s A A

Vid 1oy

\ i
%\9\ wée ‘& kS
LAY

R

no.. .
) r T e

Y
M
=

e

/3
a ‘
\»,m: &\ wa ol PR /’;’ ‘P\/\ ) ’V‘N L“ P ¢ wy

fuhe-fv?’tw@((‘ Al FraTiem tr

Ny oS



BARRS iifwit”’l“ el 'j A "E"'{f

t




S Cole
%

A dS ‘ " 'y ) A
g T Téf*m« £ Petel Y leos <o w%éﬁ v éi)

I3 ' ¥ -

% deiel Frse, Tl Tt decdee  as

I EPC T s 1 Lo i

b o Ceiton

Lsoed S Uit Fre d NN/ N Mooy Py b kgﬁ

(tin,
y,

¢

. =y s . A é i ,ff :’ e i H - N 5 P
A me i T ed cF ety et (,«u Zowe! 10 Tum pai =21t
~:L” D S — = i
.‘é?

ey * > o . et I\

L 42 [N ,‘?n}rv A{E‘x,; [ (\2 o L/I wa () £

Rt
T

M\w"

! i ‘ sy ,ff \) Tp" 'f > 7

red” /t S
oL SN % 2
T4,

= ?;“ e e T 6\“ {\ o) e A2 g

L4 &
p]
’r k :
A W Wiia s — 2

T

EJ“L [

\J!\L«\ ) g‘wa&,i{.ki, LS St Q\n; ‘FL’(»Q

[ hbe T

R ‘..2"‘( ot 4 g’a\“

b ra N ’f 7 ;
A o o A'{m St 6‘??‘:'%@ - 7

] . .
\/\5‘5 (}‘ [N A e ¢i 2 % [ 2]

& Vit

o e Lo bt B W A Ly wamaes

Cb g
b ¥ L g 4

S etk n of e et

¢

gy

bs ) v tr Tl (/ WO N .

g TR

ﬁ“w& ,fi.«{ st

4 st
S

é\?“"m §> m L\J - «:‘i;*v L/wéj o T

95 "'{»"} - O S S ‘mftf"\i“x i

(MV{TJ

/\/‘23’7“\/\‘#77"»\\ T"/\L, N?jru\t»T/ou.

X« ‘s EAA T i

(o A— 7

AnpLint”

/Tlvz@\,,%ﬁ“e‘ﬁ & s

€,
ATt

B b 4
T I




~

\JA‘Z?{ LAE A H 15 éf»éy\»ﬁu ) "’3 N Maitad e o “

[ T2 Z's S{ﬁwu A {?“ tor (fo S Mg [0
{ T

£t

1{) (2 ﬁ - peals cho fine. &H by vy & 18 Ths adiva Tocesr b, {5&9
A S

‘%i@w« 5\;»’? e ﬁlﬁf@\g ;g é T{\ 3 i ;?} U gfnkr%? T%;m :

"E\nri'tc&;wr—*

Cleon adyfins ™ aTri
a—deg, “’“r@—@*%w AP v

S ﬁ"“ﬁﬁt‘ﬂﬁﬁ"""‘ ”Wﬁ‘f’“&"w]ﬂw: W;”‘ﬁ) ‘

n ?d’ o 6\{”?*; ;“’Dw&w piket .«T \?“vﬁﬁ -
~ ' =

/ 3% Tl <ewer G gt iTie -
| | /
v DC her Uaneny  mmeet 20t Ther 4 ?{ﬂ

;);3? ) j‘t:"" ’VW C‘&ﬂw “ﬁrLtM ﬂ‘j A”{%; f‘#’l;‘fﬂ“/(

i, | m(ﬁay\.«.y as o bdougeus Con LadS /o !
44 et ffﬁ «*’5?‘.& e td Saag it ee wedt w0y b F

e
WG"/) ‘(7'\:'4( L ‘Fp Ieg\ (‘L\M’? {% o & T‘A&, 6‘&{,@[&& é,,,:?@,m [ e‘f-

e Nt Mé}'u \Av & ﬂwe«aw Aale T o e
b




I.fwwd %\\em;ﬁf“ pt- 2 > T ¢
\'T' ‘N’\H me\ﬁv« Wﬁ% - N DT

l}, ¥4 T*W}l wws . TAhuhk A

»«'“*j;‘;; —Cw™ gf*’ﬁ%mw A e

? - Y d R he and ﬁ g CVes At ST T i
s / \ £ £
% 19 et fo %7 =g ;;é}gfi ot | NI es t&gw{jj S
- P oo }
- TTT chee U e T T LT e o A TR AT Ay g
¥ Ui+ : o
f,gf T{’J “?L*yg.“b& m g@iﬂ‘:‘}’{ 4, ¢
Ig .. e
ﬁ (5 /\&(»L i ¢ PO IV 5{ aﬁ%éa\o) A iU Lo, foa L (K fﬁ'}m
V S
}_Lg A 24 & {?g:é‘ﬁx/xéw% P AW "‘L\ Ve & el /,L,L.\;w‘el,) W‘ﬁ‘é"?“i”

(d

1 "y WheT plee v aaw
- -

!s - P ¥

) O TR Y
=, - b e et F,Zt i}-’iw\ B S . x@;‘.-sﬁ Lo U

~~~~~~~ o :
@im /\\\a,(,?”?:t!.v*}“ AT ) S An o

N

o ] 3 - =, (0 ’)
et st e TREE sl e, D P ()

J’?f"’“ M&Ji&) NV £otiote The ol wK\J‘
T o (M LA 6""‘” AL (')‘EMJ (s T f‘t}:) ) -

Sm{%xii e\) TW\;«R ¢ ’f’%‘ pikanat é“gm‘,%‘:‘/ -

w28 “’“\mw AN et Dl —
‘ .

4 A b R g “t



=

_S;c,__,.«fjj,ﬂf5

A

i

g_!.{;{” M,«% / {f i‘ el kTt

CthothotneTe P i\gv £ M‘ﬂ*17 Aot ﬂ;f wer

w\(\w.w‘)w /,),_() SR Y N (D / /

L]

.46~ ‘Ma - é‘?‘ Lol = "‘2,’:? ffﬂwgf @G\m 77,

%
_2 loe eV St &«%e
!

/

T oy Cevmnn TA 5‘%%“&“‘”&&« \.Lwﬁ? T buels Suiws /7
T aete e Comafulh Tl batesa. vbinus & hsTag =

X eeg T ww Pt 2t Fen ?(zejjmf“

7}4 ff/ / f;?f L‘T _7” m /7_ (9 %: u:Z wﬁ,;[;uwfw N

/@9"? A 5{”‘*‘/"“)
7 - TTES Lt m«f
1o skt i rxwgt WAl Sy T .

C{‘A 3““"‘ ;fww é‘vﬁﬁ“& g ﬁ‘-’fm 554@ -’\i i’ﬂ\ PN [ = P

/

- ‘"&@ whir e {2y m"?“mss Nwif”‘ ;ﬂew i~y  Wrf e -

f

TR oo m awmmm aetis diades 10— g

e,

1& Y{w\é v g‘ws‘}m"ewi; | _vfaqmm A pewe

‘ —— - o § b




SCCol

| | 7
nY- A f#wz’%esg 4;\.4 w‘f” o~ by Cees- @
l !}bﬁg mt';% PRt ]y}uff' féa&aﬂi ‘S'ffeu ta £ ﬁl Wwfe &ég
,_S’Auw,wf\ ;?{341'-{ vl offecte d fm “P"ﬁf bgoe fe fj""Sﬁ_wwf : f
S

% 6‘5‘4 A ‘ &
2 o (e e SAFT e L

zé At ¥ o Lot Sl

ll_fwﬁgj,ﬂ»_ J *:?\%% {}%"‘“ Oh ﬁ-ﬁ/’f? /ﬁw"'] écafiznq Au(
e ‘Ha Ahe \pw;“ﬁe Mm% 7’—r\u 't‘:r» oA W*’zﬁf‘?m
e b ant @ﬂicwé =y Ao .

[

fﬁw hofuTur Sa "7 Wol [

&g {;:’zk“&é' [

- ;W‘; ” 5 - ] ey
57~ Aduncs alf,  wilwt o dekn P 7 by {1 TP
ES ) £

oSl DM dn B e st — VV\?KN\E« ///
= &44\, -~ {
L% pe P A ¢ o £ A 4 b m»mﬂé%ﬁ

[ | P e s
' . L s bt
L{{f;/, !wmm é, (v ‘f—é/

TP\V)(}J 2 (4 S 0 - ’r; "\ E«v\ (.2 ,,\W& - - N% ‘ﬂ‘,, ) ,,; v“

” - N e - ) L
Z—-”_. ng Cow Sacs Tg%d‘af\f‘/ a%mf? o G, Y i'a@ ;
S ., . . R .

e e

e " N 4 Y K‘P \f ﬂb '3 3(«9-& AALD li}\yﬁﬁ_{ Lo ST A S0 S
g V&.&ﬁ s e L fe1 { {
TN u{‘!t“\"‘ Py\w‘\f\‘f‘d‘""”

,{’ Ll- Sd- Cowe 4, Ji e %f“é‘”ﬁg L ¢ T A

B Oé\ “““““ QLA YN ) ““fﬁ B "%‘ WAa- wf"’m‘:ﬁ lf—t RIS ;‘?’9

\,,n‘s»aw.;_m. Jegime v;é “tha vlal - SaTx me/u W‘ﬁﬂ*:i"‘s

7

L\;;‘T; Twe — Uk o ‘
: g /
ulnff—fl It W8t {mﬁ_,@ . —TA StiTroes ﬂ“() Ju}; ot
q ,“M%J f/ @M o Spt2ce /

X <q{" k"'& &\\ﬁ m& Lo L 1% P Sy S



Copnont x\wul«] 5 ;w{;wg m @M,fﬂa(«&a’??ajj “ /f}~é

w v
b, gﬂ?"* ﬁ“'\ cims7T 2 T “rGled e 25‘?;‘  dai b 03 gben ot (rest™

by o Whie pece = FABCLews /

>
Uy

Frblog “08 Prit” e oyusy !
VS

-1 za »Jf‘»; ¥ - -
e A (e Vo RNV

s,

/Mljtc‘.f&ﬁ m7 /u«}m(; 15 (k"’?h\J et T2 }AVEL@!J%

t /om, Com w&j /,iM e (MJ“"’; (e

LJ\/)Y N@f?ﬂwvxéf We%\sgg lj)




et £

I | - i

100 e Pl e N
‘{"2 {}f . L W‘m%{ o i M, s S a??gmj@ { B

ng’? - (?v’f"f\)'w - O ﬁWM - SeSvy TR TA ((me e
[ < ;
\-\ - ”;{3 T et ma} (48T petan s doe b T OQL'H 54&*} (

, bo it alm ) e . o 1 C Tte Nsed
2 g !‘ML b R,*g.ﬂ,;cq sﬁ) 5/@ At betman s Tﬁx [ “‘ﬁ e AL Ca
7 g 7 (A4 AMiviiag An Pora © LA,

g

N =f p ) : Y A N
Ut Moy g n}fﬂ £ d’% % S et ) la\s‘sl_, L ‘L{ Gt $ A o

3
s

»-j}t \g \A s A bh\l'f"’”*& %g?ﬁﬁtk 5“‘;.‘(54 ,/

(]~ levs- ~7\>€? «S{u‘e@f (NN%{H /

14

D
B

4 . ‘ e ;e
Py "’g"‘ ¥ ,MQ(?S I i‘wm vovar J e, WT@' ipo PR o ey
b T etk Faga Tething Cvetnt bt St P
m Loy S .‘/‘g i‘\g P9 Aﬁ&&;‘ Aa, b =
Fr ! i 6"\\:.\:?“ A et e W éw’m’f gg;‘Ck,K

\ " ) K 4 " ¥4 v f - #
-p%rv s/t 2 ““’j Ffe 4 by b ke ‘«1{. el - -‘ szzv fvas =
I i \ » :

the \d-u-'fﬂ- f;!ieht! 3y '1‘!\{3 ,f_‘fm&f} ‘fg"*} g lgd /M“"*

VS S

042 fe twrvet  Tupu AN 2, Hwsed = e
l/)\ 63 (uhm At’;;ﬂ""d”’ ?

» . ; .
e, e dtm A hee Ihs puse 7 lesT
-« + ‘ * (

| 0 ] - Y
/}lé‘{ - Zu- &/&5}\*\*’ )\'\2(&‘\”\ ? Wk(ae“ﬁ (3%&4& %}; Nk"’}i gﬁf&w&} I'AL&.:{!A Wi’{f?\
e ’ :
“ Lotdat mpwthy, dun o0 D mone i T bt
Evoms oo phlie ok o lbgunetsy e ) famet alra

o e—— - 3 Ve Cour (e frd bartan Jliar ) pusTuse, it anuwle
0 Shhe kA ;ﬁ Nu’f ARV Mg Y ¥ inve o1 £' ' N3 -!’ i \
e daoEr T %L#‘G ‘«Wwﬁﬁwﬂ#fw&%%s 6 puide

L



at
el Sed — o 7 ﬁ

f vt d s \!”’*‘g‘% C\v%éw .\f“‘{“@w W\ e
Hei L {?@\ ;’31 =2 & I

tf

e gute phnan Tt 6o ks
Laibaa S NAY S ot | 7= /~<J ~ O = 57 Sl 7@ J.

WANYY SR T“ﬁwx ‘Pi e ugp/ évmm Jreesin e Mo (TS [¥

[Led_p g (- guum ity e XSV B SAAN 5 T

<
v

fi?-w:.,ﬁfw,@@!-n; My &fah I

vT‘lv»i GS A
] Ammj’;o F Bt ‘S f i}

‘f\é\w v ol Aol wr - s

Sv Vw‘l N\-\.V;") b= ‘(!3 [u” ‘h‘\"’\ }fwﬁ'ai\f?‘:iﬂi LI!V éi/ﬁ&‘k




pbf ~ - s e puct  Logessin V(5

lans ";M’rwﬁg o aihelle € ol
J

7"? i 4 vy Tues Lf? CAcie/ sé:”fi ?f?‘/"f‘@”’f —~ L5 /A»n'vxﬂf\&/t -l
— = 7 { -

e 1
/m W\T \'e;?:" % ﬁi




o Thn “FTn T d 6l P
G@;’w} é\mﬁagé-a\ms mm /’)xla

z ,
, 4
Worma- "I o et e Tam” —pitz
F o

e,«} - é‘"?v? mwgu (£ e T 5&«@4&&@ é/ v_i fﬂ{“*}
(C) X f.hu M Sl ol Tﬂ v
oo
Pt
;. | | _ e d
#' - T?Wk 5 Nwms&x T A G ATt o

} ! 4
v
Vi Y

" ff*’h’ . Svan ﬂw\ h v ' Y

\ o < é, e

W7 imled ™ On Nyw;\.m*cg,_{’

b
(9 /. .Zr(v.t Ty ﬁm‘ Mj NA; Sa (= (;\.ﬂfg e oy A

Qb e TS & Wil g ("{"TM S v L7 g"}”’”‘“‘ g,;;f 4 T en
U’% Or T N\&T' he ir‘,.y,\"f'}* é}g@} if‘ﬁ’s ;‘{m‘ #}» ‘,f!j a1 e_r

N p
o~ p ‘MTW} f,?“mg w) Teelf. 7

7~ : v / b

_vf}_[,(w H"" ' I é‘?mm St pra. N {”%S{f‘r es 2 »gs-ef;g
S s @Tres T uTed T b AgprenTrd.

bt
C ﬁmé P, bhe leea £ lf\wmf-% é»;%%
P G o [eTiEr 2 pr wt]  Setwe of Tae.,
| d —_— J
~~~~~~~~ Moot o w%i:;&ck’@wmﬁwéww —HTerat——pleen

ht L ;fme\ L fp M ?&x,ﬁmﬁ»&%% .8 2v 1 L TV m\g 2 7







b "W r

’ );“Cglc:ac’hhevﬂ'b Mmmc{ (_/M o o UA J —(~

N aaiamM e S

=5 - - 5/7/07 57'07

ﬁ\,(,’f\’r(& CMAAHX

I
Choanedzn LT — W"\‘”é«‘fwg;f’bf‘f

E{it%«knﬁLm 1‘”7‘"5»‘*‘*‘5 (gwfgjaiﬂ\w& é‘w Tt

e ARV, LY 3{“!
L [N

Opsss ae 54, Caes e 1aT The  tow, G Aoy, axfhting
¥ > " ecrerme et %
Sop (i p2- fup-  faT a i gtk Gloe® ~ 8 o FENT
¥ ¥ N ‘ ‘ & 17 N
Corae 6“» i 4 -P;, Sen ‘{@»mé” Tl e, Wil Al s § (€ Tlar L tan, Thed < fuw 4 -
=a « , &
LUVV& Q:‘F‘Q
['NT'ﬂ»v\M T At oo f S & L A q,;n_l? V? X"\""t"”—'i’* l(i\‘v’r
’ d H 3

h ”

P,QA\,,Q\A,( M\A Y ﬁ.{f« a;;h,.:i e g’,,,:gz _éfg’,;?;g«j rf};é gﬂi}
Www;,i RN .&}Lﬁ

O A f 7'2&. A ﬁ:w Pl ”‘?fm«gmwm{ S*slﬂw&«S(

b

- K
( FQVQ!‘*S{:@; et KE o &\&MW v;f Eul v s e Hes 1'%% foe, & fa 4

T ﬁ vebt o f -{ Y %ﬁs& TP §g}fw,«~m&m \ e € X VA’T £ f L T
for /} Y

I - /
&Wu&mlﬁ ﬁ’ﬁk - 8 e~viv T (e ot ?Poc ?~/"MT‘L .

&m Sd o p2- mmm (T B, p. 2)

t

_ Y
(F@‘Q@“&t *’i ﬂa&a%mwiﬁgx éum?:g.f_“ ‘“fﬁe“i @“zﬂyh’fm&;&‘” R, W

O«.MA-M\(\&TW# [i’t/’.ﬁ,& [ ) . S.b&%;& @A.:a‘rwg, oL ,&,&@a@,«*g af‘ foy &
ﬁr« Q ot ¥ e e o y} WIEA é%ﬁs; Ny i_“ LN bte Poeg /
. N

-

¥ 7 y ;
SV T o

¥
/Plgf LVQV‘,.«\ o1 (”\‘*57“ A e G MMV%U;TV\’H ;2“ L A
ey i

V
Q\mksm!‘*”"— ﬁ\/‘fﬁ THEAN

‘ ,
/M-" A4 vl s £ 8x / h“"%;é:;“

e

nf_pn L/"" A! /4‘45"5 Q. ot X T}.W.S e /&6»//“'4’. é\}(&(sm
2;-% WML'L WW‘AA)«{ {*é"*; &uwh Im?‘?w "rﬁk @u/@ﬁtj \g € e Tt Ay ot

”Tm& fesows /Néﬁm

h ‘ i ;
N - ISP J £e £ o "“"‘TK é"‘*ié[ Aty gws L%}M%bl C& Jv(A gr}ﬁng{
SR TS ' /o
N "z e E?S T é‘\:ﬁ‘ e(\g ? }&"T i\'(($‘ "\:— fpi\‘ffe“wt %ri
s

LT T Vitrwe;Cedex



/"\ v v A

-t

D ¥ = " M‘M oLkl o ia e, Vo lemas '{”‘4 h,\,

g

L o i d, oL
: fols

P,S /f Z > AN by S - /?:/a/t%vvr 2 Rt ' ﬁ‘\a@@«
h i
AR = Bl T gt sl Thied el - .
A € g /
C)“\:\w - '\f‘{;‘, Cw oy s 2 A/Ay . (lt L U £, Su 7z’
: i v / / f

H’)\ m\\s D¢ iat I e _{ﬁ«ﬁf A é‘w‘és"‘"i & J,L (‘(a LA
b 2 cé\‘f’v} v’-’m’\e\t; b m\m{ A s 8 Gl 2

\
b

T -

Lovi " yppaat 7D AF e sk Do Pafionen Fain

. v, P
e Ctppettoa o p bm wreddnfuh = tap b A e theD bagine N ats
e, F V¥ -9 i o ¥ T & & ¥

p. 71— C“‘b\ an S *‘3%‘:& T ‘Svg? *Lhiﬂjﬁf‘ - ?i; oeluvs
{

.\/4 ?"sex-wbsT“ ‘F’cmMggm, l’h; vﬁe&&;ﬂw: L"‘\ Aot tlone § { Ao 4T Tgﬁ?f” 0
i £
pe 8- Sl cum e ™~ At Yos! Covp ,m T/
q/ " aut Thas Er '7;0\ 6;,,:?'{' Q,)

¢2’~°~ J ) NS hs’T&*U 951}5 y I é’} wevi. aT fﬂ ':f v m:Q"

gvl-—*' M ane /\!u"ln\ﬂ'} e lbsg U a _pb{mﬁ%jy
S / :

Al = [N,

v

( Aot € / Y7 'W e @A-ﬁ Tvos IO s AT e g erer vy

‘1 Jee “ple \—E= et d A T ‘i e ————
; s ‘é Slo Clansints  tpottamy
i %\% w i p /




M %U&'/e

£s

,[?24{ 5\/!,? ’h‘vw 'Q»if ﬁ Svamswm AL m,.i{tw Aralnd 7

d\&W;S ‘N /’ S;((_r‘ 701(,..\_.,; JA S ¥ 1 P, ,2( E}S (..y‘

I”E" Sv‘av l’/‘}\ﬂw &vT» b qa,ﬁgi:‘pw«\ {“ MAMAA »Se«.“{s f}\‘géwb%tﬁ_f
t o

R
3 kedd The S b ' Pgéw ol 8 ‘ﬂeas"f‘ FAVA I\l\w"\ "af:&,\%w%&

T ol N 'r/"‘\ Bl S‘NP MJ;\""\ Tz\{‘-;\z; g Mal -FI‘JQL»CL? -

e

© Y T cwms‘uv*ww T c',v

P‘(j.; /gV» ﬁ\ {}:‘f\, ixﬁi ﬁf}g{@;é ﬁé-ng " CAWS” Lo SN Cub,a\c&h,
\ ,

A 14 - AA 33 Td“e&“ﬂxg'r t) '
{ S

A | ‘
Pi‘ M J ~ \..raﬁ”cg e ¢’~7 ;vlg A’wx«{ " T—&M\{)u A

Sub, "Hey AR e ume 0 e gawrdiet frae
- MTw T deTin Ak TR eopveelyMe? "
Ar , NM 3« . YA ..,.éﬂ:w; y :}{) Som T LOrehs
. Lot T g
p. 25— ’NP Ld, - "t Mo, et 7T ,
{ V . < < n , )
14 o il '&V +l¢'\8\w Wé‘i&ﬂ" Sl' L\m“n} N @ éﬁv,‘{’rw‘ ’:VUI v;i‘C"A/"
’!\I TA‘ L\\W‘ ! wwwy’& P N A N
N wg ! | . ’&g%lw T’:;’tﬁrg ., Wi S 3 O
Aﬂéy\.vl SM\\' Botlaa s . i Thae. 2 (o
N
i P

,0 2¢— ﬂ‘-‘”’”" N(r PR S fts""f““! I [ o V- wmt\_ 5’“’“* .
£t

EVW'%MM&

73 2"7 -— K‘f\ ’Ilu - va‘ S .S[q_{_&&,f_ "?‘\j;; -:; !ﬁ &‘,\.r“""”

Mige - pem2Cimt = Ml poaTy Linvp. wh

SNV STV WY Joasaye

¢’




ey

{)Z?r S;éé,e_,,g& Tertaal Wh@;;% e é,%gﬁ T P

u P f‘ DALt G PO UNTR L= gaotochid  ~—
A@%tg{ <. en Eed d jee \,L&*g 21 ﬁgvfﬁ\§w$§ﬁm )
% gj e ?‘gf S 4

A Tel £— ~ApraelT SIANN

X

? gf.AAV‘Ig,,,”/{ 4 b“"(}r{v‘ A’ﬁ'&wt@\;TW\eSh - T S"é\\;\.l st fzyg ‘s fﬂ(huaﬁ‘t&
) g L _ :

'f po— ‘
mg&ﬁﬂ’ﬁ"“ ,ﬁ; w@g g\&;@. ":gxé g%a ﬁ?h“%eﬁitﬁt TA‘GM& @‘{ ’N\?w,é ﬁ’?%é”"{/

Yoo Wiwoi (ﬂfwé ‘f&f” Vatr, “%f‘%ww & Wk‘@éf‘f
‘ LA .
o yn %&«ﬁ“ Tr"%‘& Mﬁt ' CM,T L\LSTM// %@"’f&ﬁs@a L - o,;fw

A €Wwewp

5. T a :gg@.g;,sggf%}~a{3 g-éay% i fﬁﬁ’& Mﬁm(:;;/

Bt . # - i i#mgmww.
- AN ’Tf %% L { L‘\ﬂﬂ% ?W&' .;‘v‘\\; V Mww
f Y /?3& SN S PN ) v « o

Adyg (»..\f;uﬁ dscovmet -
i k|

; : < o )
Y Wa'\u‘ (J\"\mlg ™ M*f\i«f 4”:\‘;«{,{ A jvl/,//wf”‘ - ‘S‘UQ f e
; < B {7 :

v evang iveo (s Me ad 77
, l 3 R

‘S.'é“ﬁ ) ,;;’" “f} ‘y’-’ﬁ-a’)(mg o O = WW%&»{—png

Ll

g " o

poHi— Sub (AN AA'S g -esTum
i . N N - = ————— Y 0

P Y1 .w S éwj%m; - O i/s§'§f‘§"f;fe /f’ac*e{ (:ﬁméﬁ fv*" te /t} e
v ‘ 7

(T (o This  Guenf

T

#

*W’L Cvad — &L’gx;g ‘3.,\.. - {%em %"‘""’“:7"‘“‘“ }’w—m L
yej,w‘i* Come  beh M”?Lm‘fgé%‘ o M};

Seme F

¢

b N o 4
dramnndT T TR e T v



yo oty ' Sbacnrty  Apyd ) Gonn-Tin CxTnes o, oi"
7 Cuend. ’??—?mr %wej} Tv_ hew Tt gah gm,. é’b‘“"?m
"N o] O A TA R T PR |
Qoo ] __eewoonry AT AE}&?KT'?U{{“&Ws 65:% ﬁ“v’;%eﬁﬁ Y
Vidia ey (l‘“:“ e P vf ,é»_t::tms“f ol TP ‘ﬁv wm%@%

Adeen o
Wt e

')

/)IL(¢ - {/\/KV'M) 37/\;——?7‘ 0\/9«(,, O\ (‘*\AT‘ CMLO{;) QLL As}':} A:' v o

( (53T S‘,A. Do, ) 'p % )
PNT = Pscts fow  of e 2fTamne bady  tibed w  Taoy
) — —
TS S N 1. '*f;wmw B
Uﬂhﬂlwont»b
(Z\\A‘C\r(\”‘ [W 4 l’“s orge S WTW) ,34\J o gwé V\-’eut::; ‘:_;JJ‘»‘

T—&,\ SV(" - Tv,s?"’ &S TA. A’A é»cga& Y gf_.,,g‘g b
hss egwmaﬁ% i Yo S opprans e STece

Y

- Cued o "Fa de X o7 fu‘w ‘3%&!4!" Qhirisb o Aase FTIAN
Lorcdanise ﬁ:" \M\M—« (CL>'/7.( 7 cuns 7

‘Q sh— CLV{: é,e; “?*&Q.TN .«!

052 Ahl Foa &/‘1 ple  cld Tho~
( ~ ' 7, ; 7 -
Vitwoape 7T Y{‘ S WaTJ‘%ﬁ [t owrs Pt ede,

9, S 3~ éc-mk» (riant - "k ¥ S, aﬁ’mmi’%; L& Hﬁﬂg dane (e~
! ‘Tﬂk AU N(‘ woo @ faaf»ia b | ‘
[ Cown'e . ltmg, Va, ?’Qﬁwé v t3 00 H

A The TVTull, .514? s, shwte »:«;G-um.l pEY T 5 e




TNV,

Cl‘f\]“'f\«w Lo (34&3 T wo;l@&iw@\-ﬁ é le b Wk

S\/l) Cun i‘)’éTw’ ; @‘WTAC 9 ) 5‘/} %é":?; gi“;w{%g W m
% y f e o :
, é€$Q%Q¥Tm ﬁﬁ’*‘i&;*’%{gﬁa& 7
e { =

4

ii«g I Pe [y N PN P dit e 2

J - L dite e

H‘éwx iT% 5 A radnl brce { ﬁ\é% Col poc
2 I ‘

/7 TS Tt AT e N -

el ﬁ\vmé&«i IT ?

I wons W YYD SYR > S e
&

5 Yhew ¢ e £ peet b &

Waa SV Y b '“""‘*ém ﬁ LY N ﬁé 5 b f& ¢ ei Wit d /’>

: ggkj PR & 9N Mwh} %ﬁ,\gmi




900

O

e é&% -

2] ,
S PR ( ‘ Y i ﬁf&?@i“%ﬁ‘% , T"’g P L % é‘%‘% t #;,

3/\%.% '? & - » “‘{f% P by = | éjgfg - f #l
b ée.x%f' Vors Dt T B *?é b e - “

F) . 2 AL ;*““& S é" phre ‘f -
. :\W“N weany et 1
A

Py e e AA s

b T o e § P e

4[’"1 Werde Ot Gtows

Ccf“fo»«( & . ?

/

| o - o ik /& wl«‘wﬁ».
. 26}»__ oy oo T‘/\ Sciﬂa” /I et : /
{) 5/ , /Z‘(‘U {i, y 'TC.‘“"“"' o T o

/\2! ,6(2 B &Ms%&vg ""gg'v:fﬁ?m 1’ ﬁcgw:;««;{;g‘fsi

(' /,slm,, ?_52 a5 hewa C?

( é (- P “CN fades &,L‘&

E\W L B




cAl EMMONS ) vecewed Th 4’/3/08
Commerts o Troy Wins |

March 29, 2008 ' ‘

Dear David,

I was so delighted to finally read TREOY WINS! or, The Sunday Painter. 1 really felt
transported to David’s World, a world where nuances of language are intensely
meaningful and where the assumptions behind our most basic understahdings are
questioned. One of the things I adore about your writing is that, while you are grappling
with deep philosophical issues, you seem to find a flowering of humor and ample
occasion for exploring human fallibility and self-absorption.

I love the way this play begins with the series of quotes that seemed to have been the
play’s inspiration. On rereading these quotes after having read the play they seemed to
limn the text in a wonderful way, raising all the questions that the play itself raises; What
is the role of the artist? What is the role of the God? What is the role and/or power of
prayer? What do we understand the events at Troy to mean?

In keeping with the Greek tradition you do not refrain from showing the foibles of your
god characters. Ilove Hermes vanity and his obsession with his legacy. “But all my best
scenes are in 7he Odyssey,” he despairs. And Zeus in the thrall of his new art appears
blinded, at least temporarily, to all el\se. I love his discussion with The Trojan Prayer
about the idea of drawing the wind at her back. He is taken with the idea then he realizes,
“There’d be mountains of drapery-studies to be slogged through first.” And I love his
narcissistic assumption that, as head of the “Attic pantheon,” his artwork is already
second to none. His recitation of his accomplishments hitherto is quite funny.

It is in these sections that we are treated to the wonderful shuttling through time, through
centuries. There is a sense that time really is not linear, but a fourth dimension. Part of
that comes in the idea of redoing elements of history (Troy winning, The Odyssey not
being written, Zeus taking on performance art for his final studio piece), and part of it

comes from the invisible real-world events that are transpiring at the edge of the play,
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events narrated to us by The Trojan Prayer whose very existence depends on this outer

‘real’ world that has conjured her.

The play seems primarily to be an investigation of the role of art and the artist (though
perhaps that is my most subjective reading), and how that relates to religion, creation, and
God or The Gods. While Zeus has his moments of self-absorption and even narcissism, I
read him more generally as a character who is the wise naif, the artist-in-training who is
learning things as he goes along and stumbles on ideas of great importance. Early on he
talks about “art as the answer to our prayers.” He struggles with his dual identity as a
God and an artist, and puts the artist on a pedestal as the less fettered of the two.
“Anything but a creator, your Greek God is fettered by tradition at every turn.” “Gods
don’t get to re-imagine tradition...only the artist... can re-awaken such traditional motifs
as we supply.” Later he says: “What is a ‘god’ but an artist who could not bear the
burden of being one, cast it off, and now staggers along under the weight of that
disburthening? What is an artist but a ‘god’ who has shouldered his burthen again?”

The quote®of his I love the most and which revealed him to me as the wise naif is: “Does
not art most truly show us the world by showing xtself unaffected by the world it shows?
Shall I not paint Troy Wins—and let win who will?” “Surely the true freedom here
would be to make art that shows Troy winning while leaving the realities of the situation
untouched.”

And then, later, provoked by The Trojan Prayer’s questions (even her baiting: “Come on
Zygs. If you’re going to be an artist you’re going to have to acknowledge yourself a teeny
bit in the grip of an obsessive theme or two””) Zeus evolves further in his understanding of
art as he says: “Shall I not recognize my own: ‘art before everything’ posture, till now my
deepest truth, but now presenting itself as, merely, a guide to further depths?” And
slightly later: “art as a pointing beyond itself.” The evolution of his consciousness about

the meaning and uses of art is, to me, one of the play’s most gratifying elements.

Recently I was reading an article by Michael Chabon in The New Yorker. It was a piece
titled “Secret Skin: An essay in Unitard Theory.” It was basically about the clothing that

the superheroes of comic books wear. For some reason certain things in the article
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reminded me a little bit of your play. “The superhero costume as drawn,” Michael writes,
“disdains the customary relationship in the fashion world between sketch and garment.

It makes no suggestions. It has no agenda. Above all, it is not waiting to find fulfillment
as cloth draped on a body. A constructed superhero costume is a replica with no original,
a model built on a scale of x:1.” This reminds me of your commentary about art in

general.

Another thing impresses me about your play. It is such a logical follow-up to Hercules
Belabored in the way that it questions the act of creation and the role of creator. Iam,
once again, awed by your work. Itis peerless, in a league all it’s own, and I feel honored
that you share it with me/us.

It was such a pleasure to see you and Susan earlier this month, albeit briefly. I am fairly
sure that I will come to the reunion this year (late May/early June) and I hope to see you
both then.

Much love,

Cal
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